Phonics at Warnham CE Primary School

INTENT

At Warnham, we are passionate about ensuring all children become confident and enthusiastic readers and writers. We believe that phonics
provides the foundations of learning enabling our children to become fluent readers and writers. Through daily, systematic and consistent high
quality phonics teaching, children learn to segment words to support their spelling ability and blend sounds to read words. To allow our
children to develop a strong phonic awareness and effective blending and decoding skills, we have chosen to use a synthetic phonics
programme called Song of Sounds. Song of Sounds is a method of learning centred around letter sounds and phonics, blending sounds
together to read and spell words and applying these skills across the curriculum. Using Song of Sounds the children learn to read fluently

so that they can put all their energy into comprehending what they read. We passionately believe that teaching children to read and write
independently is one of the core purposes of a primary school enabling them to access a broad and exciting curriculum and ensuring they
flourish as learners throughout their time at our school. These fundamental skills not only hold the keys to the rest of the curriculum but also
have a huge impact on children’s self-esteem and future life chances.

IMPLEMENTATION

We begin, in Reception, by teaching the children pre reading skills including sound discrimination, robot talk and rhyme. Our daily phonics
sessions include a sound song, a visual mnemonic, and a physical action as a hook into the learning. Phonic sessions ensure the children have
opportunities to rehearse listening, blending and segmenting skills daily. Our phonics programme ensures sounds are taught at an appropriate
pace for each year group.

Children can start blending sounds into words as soon as they know a small group of letters well. Once the children have been taught the first
few sounds they are then taught assisted blending using the sounds that they know. During lessons children are taught to hear sounds and
blend them together in sequence to make a word. We start with blending oral sounds, then progress to reading the letters and blending them
together to read the word. Our aim is for the children to read the sounds effortlessly.

In addition to teaching sounds to aid word reading and writing we also teach the children tricky words which are explained as words that we
cannot sound out.

Sounds:
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qu (quack) ch (chin) sh (ship) th (thin) ng (bang) ai (rain) ee (bee) igh (night) oa (boat) oo (moon)
oo (book) ar (car) or (for) er (mixer) ow (snow) oi (boil) nk (sink)
air (fair) ear (hear) ure (pure)

afis/l/and/go/no/so/to/do/into/has/his/the/he/be/me/we/was/her/my/by/you/are/all/she/put/push/full/
they/of/some/come/love/have/here/there/were/out/house/one/once/what/when/said/ask/little/like

Year 1

ai (pain) ay (day) a-e (cake) ee (bee) ea (beach) e-e (eve) igh (fight) ie (tie) i-e (time) oa (boat) ow (snow)
o-e (bone) oo (zoo) ew (few) u-e (cute)

er (ladder) ur (turn) ir (dirt) or (for) au (auto) aw (paw) ow (cow) ou (house) ph (photo) oi (boil) oy (boy)
wh (wheel) air (fair) are (care) ear (pear) ere (here) eer (peer)

again/people/friend/your/our/oh/asked/school/where/their/Mr/Mrs/please/because/any/many/want/water/great/
break/who/whole/move/prove/door/poor/florr/eye/shoe/hour/half/parents/busy/pretty/beautiful

Year 2

leel ey (key) y (baby) ie (field)

Is] c (city) se (purse) ce (race)

/il ge (cage) edge (bridge) g (germ)
In/ kn (knee) gn (gnat) nn (dinner)
/l] le (castle) el (model) al (metal)
[sh/ s (?) ti (nation) ci (acid)

[or/ a (ball) ar (war)

[r] wr (wreath)

/u/ o (mother)

/ol a (watch)

[er/ or (worm)

Oh/again/Mr/Mrs/people/friend/school/asked/your/our/where/their/please/because/any/many/water/
Great/break/who/whole/move/prove/door/poor/floor/eye/shoe/hour/half/parents/busy/pretty/beautiful

Adding —es to nouns and verbs ending in y

Suffixes —ed, -ing, -er, -est, -y, -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly
Contractions

Homophones




IMAPCT

Through the consistent, systematic and daily teaching of the Song of Sounds phonics programme, our aim is for children to become fluent,
confident readers by the end of Key Stage One. Children are assessed at regular points through EYFS and Key Stage 1 to ensure they are
making progress, retaining knowledge and applying skills in both their reading and writing. Children are assessed at the end of Year 1 using a
Government Statutory Assessment Tool known as the Phonics Screening Check. This screening check confirms whether the child has learnt
phonic decoding to an appropriate standard and will identify sounds needing further support in Year 2. The children are assessed one to one
by a familiar adult. Those who do not pass the screening will continue their phonics lessons in Year 2 which allows for them to consolidate
and develop their confidence, within a group aimed at their specific ability, ready to retake the screening at the end of Year 2. These children
will also participate in the daily Year 2 phonics and spelling lesson.

Through the Song of Sounds programme, children will be equipped with the skills to decode unfamiliar words using strategies that they have
been taught in their daily lessons. This way, children can focus on developing their fluency and comprehension as they move through the
school leading to a love of reading and children taking pleasure in exploring the rich literary world around them with a firm phonic basis to
support them.




